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Minority Fury Growing Over New Congressional Maps [UPDATED]

Written by Andrew J. Hawkins 

Time posted: March 4, 2012 6:19 PM- 

The state’s powerful Black, Hispanic and Asian caucus is condemning legislative leaders for redrawing Congressional districts in a way that amounts to a “slap in the face” to the minority communities across the state.

Caucus members are expressing “utter disappointment with parties responsible for proposing Congressional district lines that by their nature dilute the voting power of communities of common interest,” according to a statement from Bronx elected officials to federal magistrate Roanne Mann, the special master designated by the courts to draw the state’s congressional lines after receiving proposals from the Assembly and Senate majorities.

“Bronx residents deserve better than be designated as minorities in the minority. In fact, we are regarding said proposals as a slap in the face, intent on weakening the growth and unity of the electorate,” according to the statement obtained by City & State, sent to Mann on behalf of the caucus by Bronx Assemblyman Carl Heastie’s office.

Another source close to the caucus said that members are most upset by the carving up of the majority black and Latino populations in the Bronx to benefit white incumbents like Reps. Nita Lowey, Eliot Engel and Gary Ackerman. They are furious that the Assembly’s congressional lines fail to expand the black population in Rep. Charlie Rangel’s district or create a seat based in Washington Heights and the West Bronx for the growing Dominican population, the source said.

Anger isn’t confined just to the Bronx. The  congressional lines in Brooklyn drawn by the Assembly majority “slice and dice” the African American and Caribbean American populations and appear to hurt Congresswoman Yvette Clarke, the source said.

“The assembly’s congressional lines are a joke and will test the relationship between Speaker Silver and the caucus,” said one source close to several black and Latino legislators.

A spokesman for Silver did not immediately respond to comment. We’ll post his response once we get it.

Anger over the redistricting process has been steadily growing, with Senate Democrats railing against a reported still-in-the-works compromise between the majority parties that would amend the constitution for the next redistricting process in 2022.

Minority communities, including all the 2013 candidates for mayor in New York City, have been calling for a Latino-majority congressional district that includes Dominican-dominated neighborhoods in Northern Manhattan, the Bronx and the Queens. And Bronx and Manhattan county Democratic parties, represented by caucus members Heastie and Assemblyman Keith Wright, have been feuding over how to draw Rep. Charlie Rangel’s district.

[UPDATE] About an hour after this story went up, Assemblymen Keith Wright and Carl Heastie made themselves available for comment. Both sough to deflect criticism away from their leader.

“This is not a caucus issue, this is not a Shelly issue,” said Wright. “This is a county leader issue.”

Wright said that the caucus has not taken an official position on the Assembly-drawn Congressional maps, “Otherwise I would have been informed.”

“Some Bronx elected officials have taken the position that they’re not happy,” he said, noting that his understanding was that their primary goal was to protect  Eliot Engel and Jose Serrano’s districts.

“If Carl Heastie and I could come to an agreement, we’d be all good,” Wright added. “It’s not a caucus issue, not a Shelly issue, it’s between two county leaders. Shelly’s in the middle.”

A few minutes later, Heastie called. “I agree with that,” he said, after hearing Wright’s comments. “This is not problematic for the speaker,” he said.

I told him that one source had it could be problematic for Silver later down the road, if the issues between himself and Wright weren’t worked out.

“I couldn’t go that far,” Heastie said. “We support Shelly.”

Wright and Heastie did agree on one thing: redistricting in New York sucks.

“This is the hardest job I’ve ever faced in the Legislature,” Wright said.

“Thank god reapportionment only comes once every 10 years, Heastie said.

Here’s the full Bronx statement:

As representatives of the residents of Bronx County, we must express our utter disappointment with parties responsible for proposing Congressional district lines that by their nature dilute the voting power of communities of common interest. While paying respect to traditional redistricting principles like, maintaining the existing cores of districts, making districts compact and contiguous, respecting municipal boundaries and avoiding contests between incumbent Representatives, the crafters of the Assembly Majority’s plan failed in one aspect – paying respect to the residents and communities of the Bronx.

While maintaining the existing cores of districts and avoiding contests between incumbent Representatives are respectable goals, these principles should not dominate the responsibility we have to the people of our borough. With all due respect to the proposed leaders expected to serve the residents of the Bronx, we believe that the natural way to empower the residents would be to place as many as possible in common districts, instead of dividing up their communities between 5 districts. Bronx residents deserve better than be designated as minorities in the minority. In fact, we are regarding said proposals as a slap in the face, intent on weakening the growth and unity of the electorate. 

We will not stand for such treatment, nor will we retreat. Over the past decade, thousands have moved to the Bronx to live and work – with shared dreams of prosperity and a better life for their children. They have come here because there is a collective spirit of aspiration and hopefulness that is unique to this borough, which is easily detectable in the eyes of the seniors and children alike. Our State and nation has an obligation to encourage and support the residents of the Bronx; to recognize the growth in population and growing involvement in the electoral process and that the Bronx in itself is a community of common interest. In fact, the Bronx in itself is the personification of what the law deems a community of interest. 

We urge the Special Master to disregard these unfair proposals and create districts that keep our communities together, empower Bronxites and not relegate them to second class status.

AD-064, AD-070, AD-083
City & State       Page 1 of 2

[image: image1.png]